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Port Signs 40-year contract with DCI

he Port of Anacortes Commission
approved a new, 40-year lease
agreement with shipbuilder Dakota
Creek Industries, Inc. (DCI) at their
regular meeting on March 5, 2015.
Hailing the agreement as a positive,
long-term investment in the Port and in
our community, Commission President
Bob Eberle thanked Dick and Mike
Nelson of DCI, along with DCI Lease
Administrator Kathy Pittis. He also
acknowledged Port staff members Teri
Switalski, Jill Brownfield, Josh Beaner,
and Interim Executive Director John
Hachey for their work in facilitating the
lease agreement.
The new lease term of 40 years
includes two additional five-year option
periods with annual Consumer Price
Index (CPI) increases, and combines a
number of separate leases with the Port,

securing a valuable revenue source at
the Marine Terminal.
Family-owned DCI has been a tenant
of the Port’s shipyard site at Pier 1 since
1977. The company is one of the area’s
major employers of skilled labor, and
a significant contributor to the local
economy, employing an average of 390
employees in 2014.
DCI specializes in construction
and repair of vessels up to 400 feet in
length and is well known both locally
and internationally for its quality and
craftsmanship.
DCI has made significant improvements to the shipyard facilities, totaling
more than $30 million.
Commissioner Eberle noted, “We
are excited to continue to partner with a Pictured here during a March 5 contract signing session are (l. to r.) Interim Execcompany that provides vital, familyutive Director John Hachey, DCI owner Mike Nelson, Commissioner Bob Eberle,
DCI owner Dick Nelson and Executive Assistant Julie Johnson Lindsey.
wage jobs.”

Dakota Creek Industries at work...

Port Celebrates Marine Terminal Agreement with Shell
A
s reported in our March newsletter, the Port recently signed a new
three-year contract with Shell Puget Sound
Refinery for the shipment of petroleum
coke across the Port’s Pier 2 terminal.
On March 5 Commission President Bob
Eberle congratulated Interim Executive
Director John Hachey, Operations Director
Josh Beaner, Finance & Administration Director Jill Brownfield, ILWU Representative Tyler Ashbach, and Commissioner Pat
Mooney for their work to bring a positive
conclusion to a negotiation that began in

the summer of 2013.
Commissioner Eberle also thanked the
Shell team, including outgoing Shell Puget
Sound Refinery General Manager Tom
Rizzo, represented at the meeting by Ryan
Kudlacek and Cory Ertel.
“Commissioner Eberle played a critical
role by convening a meeting that got the
negotiations out of an impasse in January
of last year,” said Commissioner Mooney.
Annual wharfage charges are estimated
at $1 million.
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Celebration of the recent shipping contract agreement between Shell
Puget Sound Refinery and the Port of Anacortes included (l. to r.)
Ryan Kudlacek of Shell, commissioners Pat Mooney, Bill Short, Bob
Eberle and Ray Niver; Cory Ertel of Shell. Not pictured: Commissioner Keith Rubin, who attended via computer.
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