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Arts at the Port July 29 - August 6

Arts at the Port:
Festival ‘Crown Jewel’

A

rts at the Port is the Anacortes Arts
Festival Fine Art Exhibition comprised
of a Juried Exhibition, Allen Family Focus
Gallery (Invitational) and new Emerging
Artist Show. This free exhibition takes
place in the Transit Shed Event Center at
the north end of Commercial Avenue, July
29 through Sunday, August 6.
“The Fine Arts at the Port has grown
into a regionally recognized show and is
something that the Festival is extremely
proud of,” said Arts Festive Director
Meredith McIlmoyle. “Without the amazing
support from the Port of Anacortes, we
wouldn’t be able to offer this exhibition to
our community and visitors.”
“The Port Warehouse is a wonderful
space, and combined with the work of 46
talented artists, it creates a truly unique art
experience,” she said.

Pictured above is the Cap Sante Marina North and West Basin area designated for
study with the help of a $50,000 grant from the state Department of Commerce.

Port wins state grant for economic
feasibility study of North and West Basin

O

n July 27, the Port of Anacortes was
awarded a $50,000 planning grant for
an economic development feasibility study
of the underutilized property located at Cap
Sante Marina.
The grant was awarded by the Community
Economic Revitalization Board (CERB) of
the Washington Department of Commerce.
“The CERB Program is designed to
respond to emergent business development
needs for public infrastructure and provide
long-range feasibility planning to help
communities plan for future business
development. The projects approved today
are perfect examples of how CERB partners
with our communities.” said CERB Chair
David Rhoden.
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“The Port is grateful to receive this
grant to put together a business plan and
financial strategy to implement the good
ideas already noted in the North and West
Basin Update to the Port’s Comprehensive
Plan,” said Brenda Treadwell, Director of
Planning, Properties & Environmental.
Funding from the grant will help the
Port develop a real estate strategy that will
include a market assessment and business
plan for the Port’s waterfront properties.
Such a plan could potentially include
moving Port offices to the North and West
Basin of the Marina, as well as creating an
event space, allowing the Transit Shed to
return to its original maritime industrial
use, promoting jobs and commerce.
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Worra to share insights
in monthly news report

Thanks Summer Concert Series Sponsors

P

ort Executive Director Dan Worra recently debuted a column in
the Anacortes American, using the opportunity to “introduce”
the Port and describe its purpose.
“Once a month I will give a Port
of Anacortes update on current
happenings or items of interest,” Worra
wrote in his opening column. “Thank
you to the Anacortes American and
Colette Weeks for affording me the
opportunity to highlight some of our
activities.”
Included in his “Port 101” message
was background information including
the fact that the public port district was
established by local voters in 1926.
Worra outlined Port operating areas
which include: Cap Sante Marina, the
Dan Worra
Marine Terminal, Anacortes Airport,
and properties. He noted that the Port has 62 tenants employing
1,051 people.
“Among our largest tenants are Dakota Creek Industries,
Washington State Ferries, Cortland Puget Sound Rope,
Anthony’s Restaurant and TransPac Marinas,” said Worra.
The Executive Director emphasized the Port and the City are
two distinct municipal government organizations with distinct
missions, although the two often work cooperatively as partners.
In a nutshell, the Port District exists to plan, build,
maintain and protect public infrastructure that creates jobs.
Look for our regular Port update in the Anacortes American
on the first Wednesday of each month (goanacortes.com).

Free Friday night Port concerts continue
August 11th, 18th and 25th. The
Wednesday night jazz series closed July
26th with a performance by the A-Town
Big Band, pictured above. Thanks to our
sponsors, Jeff Pleet and Cindy Casey of
Edward Jones Investments, the WalkIn Clinic at Island Hospital and the Law
Firm of Legros, Buchanan and Paul.
Food vendors are Vagabond, Northwest
Coffee, Vivi’s Kitchen and Lopez Island Dancers and guitarist at
Creamery.
Rock the Dock.

Kids Day!

Join us at Seafarers’ Memorial Park
Labor Day, September 4 for Kids
Day! This free event boasts a range
of activities -- from a petting zoo to
a bounce house. 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.
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Port of Anacortes Executive Director Dan Worra (left) and Mayor
Laurie Gere (right) recently gave a tour of Port and City facilities to
Elizabeth May, Member of Parliament: Saanich-Gulf Islands, B.C.
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