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Findlay Employee of the Year

R

ecently named Port of Anacortes
cause of the community’s renowned
Employee of the Year for 2016 was
reputation for moderate weather.
Operations Assistant Sue Findlay.
Findlay initially worked part-time in the
In making the announcement at the
Anacortes School District before moving
Board of Commissioners meeting on
December 15,
Executive Director
Dan Worra cited 2016
accomplishments
ranging from marine
terminal security
scheduling to assisting
Director of Operations
Josh Beaner with
contract negotiations.
Beaner noted that
she
has an excellent
Thursday, February 2
relationship with the
7 p.m.
International LongRegular Commission Meeting
shore and Warehouse
Commission Meeting Room
Union (ILWU) and
Thursday, February 16
plays a vital role in
7 p.m.
complex terminal
Regular Commission Meeting
activities. She is also
Commission Meeting Room
Sue Findlay (center) is acknowledged as Port of Anacortes
an active member of
the Northwest Marine Employee of the Year by Commission President John Pope (left)
Terminal Association. and Executive Director Dan Worra. Presentation of the award for
2016 achievements was made at the Board’s final 2016 regular
Beaner said: “Sue
session.
ort of Anacortes Commissioners Keith helped with scheduling
Rubin and Joe Verdoes and Executive the busiest year on Pier 2 in recent history. from part-time to full-time employment
Director Dan Worra visited the state capital We had record pet coke shipments and the with the Port of Anacortes.
Kiewit rock shipment was a seven-day-a“I will always be thankful to Gloria
January 31 to participate in“Port Day
week,
four-month
operation.”
Siechen
for referring me to the Port,”
2017,” hosted by the Washington Public
Findlay, a native of San Luis Obispo,
she said (Siechen retired from the Port in
Ports Association (WPPA).
California, worked previously as a
2016). She started as an on-call temporary
Among legislators taking part on the
association’s agenda were Rep. Jeff Morris business systems analyst for a major insur- employee in 2011 and transitioned to
ance company.
permanent employment in August 2014.
(Dist. 40) and Rep. Norma Smith (Dist.
She and her husband Mitch moved to
“I love coming to work every day,”
10). Port representatives also met with
Anacortes in 2010 to be closer to Mitch’s
she said. “I learn something new each day,
Sen. Kevin Ranker, Rep. Morris and Rep.
and I work with great people. I couldn’t do
Kristine Lytton (40th Dist.) to discuss Port clients in the oil refining industry. They
opted
for
Anacortes
over
Bellingham
bewhat I do without their support.”
legislative priorities for 2017.
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Port well represented
at Seattle Boat Show

E

Anacortes High School senior Tyler Sanderson recently
“job shadowed” with Port Environmental Specialist Sarah
Tchang.

College bound student
‘shadows’ environmental
specialist Sarah Tchang

E

nvironmental stewardship is a priority at the Port of
Anacortes, so when Anacortes High School senior Tyler
Sanderson inquired about a “job shadow” opportunity, the
answer from the Port was a resounding “Yes.”
Sanderson, who is bound for Western Washington University, spent a day touring facilities and learning about elements
of Port Environmental Specialist Sarah Tchang’s staff responsibilities.
Sanderson’s expectations going into the job shadow experience was “paperwork and lectures,” but his experience was
just the opposite.
“It was extremely creative and fun,” he said. “It cemented
my choice to go into the field of conservation and studying environmental science in college. Spending time outdoors doing
field work is as amazing as a career can possibly get.”
Tchang found the experience rewarding as well. Her time
with Sanderson featured tours of environmental cleanup sites
including Seafarers’ Memorial Park and the Former Scott
Paper Mill site.
“I want to encourage as many environmental stewards as
possible,” she said. “We need more environmental scientists.
With the rapid rise in human population comes more obstacles
with antropogenic climate change, ocean acidification and
associated threats to the health of our natural resources. Those
who live in this community especially recognize the importance of our natural resources. I want to encourage as many
environmental stewards out there as possible.”

ach year the Seattle Boat Show draws tens of thousands of
guests – just the “niche” of people the Port of Anacortes loves
to talk to about Cap Sante Marina.
The nine-day event at CenturyLink Field is billed as “the West
Coast’s biggest boat show.”
The Port was well represented at the show, hosting a booth
and greeting guests with the goal of increasing both permanent
and transient moorage at the Cap Sante Marina.
Those representing the Port
included Executive
Director Dan Worra,
Harbormaster Brad
Johnson and Marina
staff. Also participating at the Port’s
booth were Commissioners Keith
Cap Sante Harbormaster Brad Johnson
Rubin, John Pope
and Marina Customer Service Represenand Bill Short.
tative Cassie Novak at Seattle Boat Show.
In addition
to handouts and a static display illustrating marina assets and
amenities, guests at the Port booth were invited to watch a video
produced by the Anacortes High School Broadcast Club. Members
of the club, advised by teacher Jim Thompson, have also produced
radio spots and video clips for the Anacortes Chamber of Commerce. The 60-second promotional video touting Port assets was
filmed and edited by student crew leader Bradley Miller.
Twenty Anacortes businesses are present at the show.
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