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   Model Toxics Control Act                                               

Funding  - Quiet Cove Project 

The mission of the Port of Anacortes is to, in partnership with public 

agencies and private, develop and manage facilities and services 

which stimulate private job creation and commerce, while protecting 

the quality of life, needs and desires, of area residents. 

 Model Toxics Control Act Funding 

 The Quiet Cove Site, a former fueling station, is adjacent to the 

Port’s Marine Terminal at Curtis Wharf on the Guemes Channel. The Port 

has been approached by several marine related businesses who wish to 

locate their operations at this site, however a shortfall in MTCA funding 

puts these plans in jeopardy. For a relatively small state investment, the 

Port could convert this clean-up site to land that has the potential to sup-

port 40 living-wage jobs for our community. The second priority site for 

the Port along Guemes Channel is a former Log Haul Out, the clean-up of 

which would position this site as a key part of the Washington State Parks 

Clean Vessel Program by providing a key pump-out location in the San 

Juan  Islands. The Port has Agreed Orders with Ecology for both locations. 

 CERB Grant and Loan Funding 

 CERB grants and loans fund vital infrastructure,  construction and 

improvements, all of which supports private business growth and expan-

sion, creating and retaining jobs. The program’s mission of economic     

development is truly an investment in Washington. 

 Dredged Material Management Program 

 At both the Marine Terminal and Cap Sante Marina, the Port   

faces challenges for dredging due to increasingly stringent regulations on 

dredge spoils and disposal.  These regulations drive the costs of compli-

ance into the millions of dollars, making self-funded dredging nearly im-

possible. At $75 per ton for upland disposal, the 5,100 cubic yard, 

12,000 tons dredge project at Cap Sante Marina cost $900,000. By com-

parison, in-water disposal of the same amount would have cost just $3 per 

ton or $36,000, twenty-five times less. The Port’s primary bulk cargo facil-

ity, Pier 2 will require dredging to deepen its draft from -36.5’ MLLW to  

-45 MLLW to accommodate larger, Panamax sized vessels and retain 

shipping and family-wage jobs. Under current regulations, the cost of this 

dredging is prohibitive. 
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Jobs and Economic Growth 

In our role as facilitators of economic growth and development, the 

Port concentrates  on developments for which the we are uniquely 

qualified, primarily marine related activities, transportation and 

environmental clean-ups.  

The Port of Anacortes has successfully completed more than $60 

million in environmental clean-ups in the past ten years in partner-

ship with the Washington State Department of Ecology and others 

under Focus Fidalgo, our program of clean-ups under the State’s 

Puget Sound Imitative.  The MTCA funding was essential to the suc-

cess of these clean-ups.  

As an economic generator for our community, the Port gives priority 

to the fostering of economic developments  which directly or in-

directly lead to the creation and maintenance of family wage jobs. 

Tenants on Port property employ more than 1,000 people. CERB 

grants and loans have played an important role for creating and 

maintaining vital infrastructure that supports these jobs.  

Serving as stewards of the environment, we are acutely aware of 

the role of programs designed to protect it, however, the ever 

more stringent and often inconsistent regulations of the past few 

years are serving to place insurmountable costs on projects in or 

near the working waterfront.  Restrictions for the testing, dredging 

and disposal of dredged materials severely restrict not only 

maintenance of marinas and marine terminals, but also any form of 

additional developments, including those beneficial to the environ-

ment they were designed to protect. 

The Port appreciates the work of our legislators and the key roles 

each of you have in creating policy that moves Washington for-

ward. Thank you for your consideration of these priorities. 
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T he Port of Anacortes was 

formed by a vote of the      

citizens of Anacortes on November 

22, 1926 and just celebrated our 

90th Anniversary. The Port is   

governed by five Commissioners, 

each representing their own dis-

trict, including Fidalgo, Guemes, 

Sinclair and Cypress Island, Shelter 

Bay, Samish Island and Bayview. 

Total population of the Port district 

is approximately 22,000. The Port 

owns and manages a popular 

1000+ slip public marina, a busy 

marine terminal and a small com-

mercial services airport. 


