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Rubin to serve as Commission president

Port tenant Dakota Creek Industries boosted employment levels in 2008, with more plans for expansion.
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Calendar of Events
Thursday, February 5
4-6 p.m.
 Special Commission Meeting
 Governance Session
7 p.m.
 Regular Commission Meeting
 Commission Meeting Room
 1st and Commercial Avenue
Wednesday, February 18
7 p.m.
 Special Commission Meeting
 Public Hearing / SEPA & MDNS 	
 For former Scott Paper Mill site
 Commission Meeting Room
 1st and Commercial Avenue
Thursday, February 19
7 p.m.
 Regular Commission Meeting
 Work/Study Session
 Commission Meeting Room

Port District among
local organizations
at 2009 Boat Show

	 New officers were elected last month to serve the 
Port of Anacortes Board of Commissioners in 2009. 
Keith Rubin was elected to serve as President; Pat 
Mooney as Vice President; Ray Niver as Secretary.
  Rubin said he looks forward to another year of 
service on the five-member Board. He expressed 
appreciation to staff and fellow commissioners for 
progress, and for development of a vision for the 
District’s future.
	 “The culture at the Port of Anacortes has improved 
over the last several years,” said Rubin. “Strategic 
thinking on environmental issues has paved the way 
for new partnerships like those with our insurance 
company and the state Department of Ecology, and 
relations with the City of Anacortes have improved.
	 “The Port of Anacortes was recently honored by the 
Washington Public Ports Association as the 2008 ‘Port 

of the Year,’ he continued. “Improvements at the Port 
over the last several years 
are largely due to great 
staff.”
   “So now what?” he 
asks. “The Commission 
will continue to work on 
improvements in gover-
nance, for one thing. One 
of our goals is to make 
meetings more mean-
ingful, to spend more 
Commission time creating 
the future rather than 
reviewing the past. Then 

we intend to institutionalize excellence so that future 
Commissions stay on track.”

	 Due in part to a colorful 
booth sponsored by the Port of 
Anacortes, this community was 
well represented at the 2009 
Seattle Boat Show, January 
23-February 1.
	 “While vendor numbers were 
down at the Boat Show, the 
people who were there were buy-
ing,” said John Hachey, Director 
of Operations and Facilities. 
“Companies from Anacortes 
were pleasantly surprised. There 
was high interest among boaters 
in driving to Anacortes, travel-
ing from a local slip, rather than 
boating from the Seattle area.”
	 In addition to staff representa-
tion at the Boat Show, several 
Commissioners made the trip to 
donate their time at the booth.

Keith Rubin, Board President

    An annual employment survey by the Port of Ana-
cortes showed a net increase of 73 jobs generated from 
tenants in 2008 over 2007.
    Despite the fact that Secret Harbor School is no 
longer a Port tenant, there were 741 jobs generated by 

tenants in the Anacortes area. Total tenant employment 
levels were 916 employees for all of their locations.
    The largest tenant employer is Dakota Creek Indus-
tries (DCI), which added 105 jobs in 2008 for a total 
of approximately 340 employees.

Port tenants boost employment in area
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Main Office Fax: (360) 293-9608
Website: www.portofanacortes.com

Executive Director
Bob Hyde, 293-3134; hyde@portofanacortes.com

Commissioners
Ray Niver	 District 1	 299-0306
Bill Short	 District 2	 293-8844
Steve Hopley	 District 3	 766-6823
Pat D. Mooney	 District 4	 293-3260
Keith Rubin	 District 5	 588-6097

Receive ‘Inside’ News Online: See this newsletter online at 

www.portofanacortes.com. If you would like to receive an elec-

tronic version of this monthly newsletter in your email, please 

notify Julie Johnson Lindsey at julie@portofanacortes.com; 

(360) 299-1804.

A Glimpse Back in History

Port PerspectivesPort Perspectives

Bob Hyde

	 There is legitimate reason for concern 
regarding U.S. and world economies. It seems 

wherever you turn for 
news and information, 
gloom and doom can 
be found. We at the 
Port are certainly wary 
of economic trends, 
but there are also 
reasons to celebrate as 
we move into the New 
Year:
    Dakota Creek 
Industries. Our flagship 
tenant now has more 

than 350 employees, up from 235 in 2008.
	 Puget Sound Rope. This company, one of 
our major tenants, now has 54 employees, up 
from 47 in 2008.
	 San Juan Enterprises. Now leases the dock 
in Guemes Channel previously used by Secret 
Harbor School.

	 Salmon Derby. To be held March 
28-29. All indications are that this event 
will be another sell-out, thanks to Jay 
Field and the Puget Sound Anglers.
	 PACCAR’s 133-foot VIP yacht. It will 
operate out of Anacortes this summer!
	 Seattle Boat Show. Indications show 
there are still plenty of boaters ready to 
come to Anacortes this summer, espe-
cially with fuel prices dropping to about 
$2.00 per gallon.
	
	 Please know the Port of Anacortes 
will continue to work hard this year to 
foster private job creation and economic 
development in the community. We 
have doubled our efforts to collaborate 
with the City, School District, Chamber 
of Commerce, and State and Federal 
governments in order to be ready for the 
next opportunity.

Optimism despite economic troubles

Bob Hyde,
Executive Director

Port tenant provides
water quality research

This undated photograph from Port of Anacortes archives illustrates how much progress has 
been made in this community in recent decades. Among the most obvious changes are the 
creation of Cap Sante Boat Haven in the harbor populated here by commercial fishing vessels.                          
Waterfront mills are gone, and Safeway now serves the community from the spot west of “R”       
Avenue where the trace of an oval dirt racing track can be seen. Also missing from this photo-
graph are North Basin marina improvements including a laundry/restroom facility, as well as the 
W.T. Preston sternwheeler and the City of Anacortes Wastewater Treatment Plant located in the 
open field in the lower left hand corner. Upland improvements where mills once operated include 
the Cannery building and headquarters for Northwest Educational Service District (ESD) 189.

	 Long-time Port of Anacortes tenant NCASI 
(National Council for Air and Stream Improve-
ment) plans to expand staff and facilities in the next 
12-24 months.
	 NCASI, located near Cap Sante Boat Haven, is 
a non-profit organization that does water quality 
research related to the pulp and paper industry. The 
Anacortes office dates back to the late 1980s, with 
10 years at the present location.

    Scheduled March 28 and 29 is the Anacortes 
Salmon Derby, established in 2007 by the Fidalgo Is-
land Chapter of the Puget Sound Anglers Association. 
Partners in this event include the Port of Anacortes.
     Derby Chairman Jay Field reports that $20,000 in 
cash prizes will be awarded, plus thousands of dollars 
worth of merchandise. Top prize for the largest salmon 

will be increased 
to $12,000. Second 
place will bring 
$4,000; third place 
and secret weight, 
$2,000 each. 
Tickets remain at 
the family-friendly 
price of $50.
    Field cautions 

that only 800 Derby tickets will be sold, with local 
sales at Ace Hardware in Anacortes. See www.ana-
cortessalmonderby.com for details.

Salmon Derby tickets
on sale for March event


